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will be adopted with the remaining officers and men of
the Interned Fleet. This would indicate a breach of the
undertaking given by the English Government, that the
German prisoners of war would be repatriated even before
the Peace Treaty was put into force. Against this
exceptional treatment, which would dispense with the
elements of justice, reasonableness, and humanity, I
wish to record my protest.
' I base my protest on the following :
' i. As the representatives of the Entente themselves
publicly announced in the Press, the internment of the
German Fleet was itself a mistake. Neither I, nor my
officers and men can be reproached for this mistake, nor
is it reasonable to make us suffer for this mistake.
* 2. The English Government kept me at Scapa Flow,
isolated from my Government in spite of my protests.  I
only received written news, under the most favourable
drcumstances, after an interval of three weeks' and wire-
less messages after several days* delay, that is insofar as
the English censorship allowed them through at all.
The English Government should in all honesty, under
these circumstances, have kept me currently informed
over the Progress of the Peace negotiations, particularly
as far as the notice and termination of the Armistice
was concerned.
* It is laid down for me by my regulations that I, as
Commander-in-Chief, am bound to deal with any quarrel
on my own in the best way in keeping with the needs of
the State and the honour of the Navy, in all cases of
necessity or danger.  I received information on the Peace
negotiations neither from the English nor from my own
Government, nor could I expect to, latterly, in the short
respite where the situation was constantly changing.
Consequently the principle of having to act on my own
account was, for me, strengthened.
' The only sources of information available to me were